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and persistently. Many of those who have taken part in it have
not aimed to put an end to the steal, but to be taken into it.
The notion of "making something out of the government" in
one way or another has got into the mores. It is the vice of
modern representative government. Civil-service reform has
won but little popular support because the masses have learned
that the successful party has a right to distribute the offices
amongst its members. That has become accepted doctrine in
the mores. A local boss said: " There is but one issue in
the Fifth Maryland district. It is this, Can any man get more
from Uncle Sam for the hard-working Republicans of the dis-
trict than I can ? " 1 This sentiment wins wide sympathy. Pro-
hibitory legislation accords with the mores of the rural, but not
of the urban, population. It therefore produces in cities deceit
and blackmail, and we meet with the strange phenomenon, in
a constitutional state, that publicists argue that administrative
officers in cities ought to ignore the law. Antipolygamy is in
the mores ; antidivorce is not. Any injustice or arbitrary action
against polygamy is possible. Reform of divorce legislation is
slow and difficult. We are told that " respect for law " is in our
mores, but the frequency of lynching disproves it. Let those
who believe in the psychology of crowds write for us a logic of
crowds and tell how the corporate mind operates.

119* How the group becomes homogeneous. The only way in
which, in the course of time, remnants of foreign groups are
apparently absorbed and the group becomes homogeneous, is
that the foreign element dies out. In like manner people who
live by aberrant mores die. The aberrant forms then cease to
be, and the mores become uniform. In the meantime, there is
a selection which determines which mores shall survive and
which perish. This is accomplished by syncretism.

120. Syncretism. Although folkways for the same purpose
have a great similarity in all groups, yet they present varia-
tions and characteristic differences from group to group. These
variations are sometimes due to differences in the life condi-
tions, but generally causes for them are unascertainable, or the

1 JV. Y. Times, September 19, 1904.